The House that Was Built in a Day: Anzac Cottage

Teachers’ notes

THE STORY

When the ANZACs (Australian and New Zealand Army corps) landed on the shores of Gallipoli in the early hours of 25th April 1915, they made history for Australia. Although landed on the wrong beach, they fought on in the face of insurmountable odds and forged what became the ‘spirit of Anzac’: courage, sacrifice and mateship.


During the eight-month campaign (25th April 1915 to 20th December 1915), approximately 50,000 Australians served at Gallipoli and of these 8,700 died and 18,200 were wounded.


One local community in Western Australia responded to the tragedy by building a memorial. It would be both a house for a wounded soldier, and a monument to honour the ANZACs and perpetuate their memory.


Community spirit inspired hundreds of men and women to work from sun-up to sun-down to build Anzac Cottage in one day, on the 12th February 1916. This is the unique story of the positive reaction of ordinary people to the tragedy of war.

WRITING STYLE

The writing style is historical narrative. The opening spread tells of Australia’s entry into World War I and the government’s call for 20,000 volunteers to join the AIF. The illustrations depict the ‘happy-go-lucky’ attitude of the men enlisting, and later training in Egypt. Spread two is a dramatic change in tone, with the realities of war depicted in the dawn landing at Gallipoli and the ensuing eight-month long campaign. Australians mourned the high casualties:

Australians were proud of their soldiers, but casualties had been high. A young nation mourned for a lost generation who would never return to the land where the stars of the Southern Cross shine.
Spread three draws the reader ‘back home’ to Australia with the return of wounded soldiers. Here the focus of the story is narrowed to the local community level, and the tone of the book changes from tragedy to an uplifting one, with a group of citizens setting an ambitious goal:

 “We will build a memorial on a street in our suburb, a house for a wounded soldier.”

The remainder of the book focuses on the community. Building the cottage involves collecting donations, organising building materials and clearing the block before actual work can begin. On the 12th February 1916, Mount Hawthorn was awoken at 3.30 am by a town crier ringing a bell and calling:

 “Arise! Arise! Anzac Cottage is to be built today.”
When dawn breaks men begin work at 4.30 am the same time the Anzacs landed on the shores of Gallipoli. The foreman challenges the workers:

“Let’s set a record and build this cottage by nightfall!”
It becomes a race against the clock to finish the cottage, with 200 men building and dozens of women serving food, all before an ever increasing crowd of supporters:

More than four thousand people crowded onto Kalgoorlie Street to watch a house being built in a day.
At 5 o’clock the workers stop for the raising of an Australian flag with ANZAC sewn on it, and then work vigorously to finish the last of the work before nightfall. Their feelings of pride and achievement are expressed in the illustration and words on Spread 12:

The people of Mount Hawthorn headed homeward, their heads held high, leaving darkness to settle on the roof of Anzac Cottage.
The crowd gathers a month later, to watch the official opening ceremony and the presentation ceremony. An evocative illustration shows Private Porter, on crutches, with his young family, opening the door to his beautiful home. The community is proud of their memorial, intended as a lasting reminder of the sacrifices of the Anzacs:

The Australians who fought and died would live on in hearts and memories . . . through the passing of generations.
AUTHOR INSPIRATION

Valerie lives in Mount Hawthorn, not far from Anzac Cottage. She often walked past the cottage and watched as this piece of Australian history was restored from a derelict state back to its original condition. She learned the fascinating story of its construction in 1916, and was compelled to write it as a children’s book. This unique tale of community spirit is both inspiring and poignant. Nor can its relevance be overstated, with such a growing interest in Gallipoli, the Anzacs and Anzac Day.


Valerie’s two grandfathers fought in World War I, one with the Middlesex Regiment of England, the other with the AIF. Although neither was at Gallipoli, both survived. She feels that the cottage is also a memorial to them.

RESEARCH

Writing this book required substantial research using both primary and secondary resources. Checking and cross checking historical accounts, like those of the Gallipoli landings were essential, because sources differ. I spent a lot of time reading sources from the Australian War Memorial: various eyewitness reports and official histories. 


When writing about the construction of the house, the 1916 Souvenir Booklet, produced by the Mount Hawthorn Progress Association, was my primary resource. It details the community involvement in the building of the cottage. Four original photographs (enhanced by the illustrator) are used in the book, capturing in time the events and the people.

 I also consulted heritage reports about the cottage, newspaper reports from 1916, and managed to locate house plans. To learn more about the actual building of the cottage, I consulted a heritage architect and spoke to various builders.

CURRICULUM RELEVANCE
This book is a valuable resource for teaching about Gallipoli, the Anzacs, and why Anzac Day is a most revered day in both Australia and New Zealand. Its focus can be broadened from the past to relevance in the present.

Curriculum focus areas:

Valuing our veterans

Remembering together

Other valuable curriculum based themes that can be explored in this book include:
1 people and places of war

2 families and society

3 war injuries and care

4 conditions and environments of war

5 memorials, peace and remembrance

The House that Was Built in a Day: Anzac Cottage

Student worksheet
Study the text and illustrations to answer these questions
 (Students could work individually or break into groups).

QUESTION 1
THE LANDING AT GALLIPOLI

Study the illustration on Spread 2.

Imagine that you are one of the soldiers leaving one of the boats and running ashore. How would you have been feeling?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 2
RETURNING HOME

Study the illustration on Spread 3.

How would you describe this homecoming scene?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________

Why was Private Porter chosen to be the recipient of Anzac Cottage?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

When was he wounded? ______________________________________________

QUESTION  3
GETTING READY TO BUILD THE COTTAGE
Before the cottage could be built on 12th February 1916, there was much preparation to be done!
A
Donation of materials

The organisers had to collect donations. Read the text and study the illustration on Spread 4.

What items did people donate?
Who else donated to the project?

1
__________________
__________________________

2
__________________
__________________________

3
__________________
__________________________

4
__________________
__________________________

5
__________________
__________________________

6
__________________

7
__________________

8
__________________

9
__________________

10
__________________

B
Clearing day 
29th January 1916
The block of land had to be cleared so that the cottage could be built.

Read the text and study the illustrations on Spread 5

What work was being done by?
Men________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Women _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Children ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

How many hours do you think it took to clear the block of land? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________

C
Carting day
5th February 1916
Study the text and the illustration on Spread 6
Imagine you were standing on the roadside watching the carting of materials go past.

How would you describe the scene?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

QUESTION  4
BUILDING THE COTTAGE
12th February 1916
A
The town crier
    
Study Spread 7.  Why do you think a town crier was so important on the morning of the 12th February 1916?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

What words did he shout while he rang his bell?

____________________________________________________________________

Why did men begin work at 4.30 am?

____________________________________________________________________

B
The bush kitchen   Spread 9

How important was the role of women in the building of the cottage?

____________________________________________________________________

Name three different types of food being served?

____________________________________________________________________

How does this illustration show people ‘remembering?’

_____________________________________________________________________

What/who are the people remembering?

_____________________________________________________________________

C
Work done by 2 pm     Spread 10
Look at the original photograph on Spread 10 showing work at (almost) 2pm.
How much work had been done on the construction by this time?
_____________________________________________________________________

D
The workers        Spread 10 

When the cottage was built in 1916 all the work was done by hand!
Can you name 10 tradesmen working inside and outside the cottage to ‘get the job done?’ What did each of these men do?

1______________________

__________________________

2______________________

__________________________

3______________________

__________________________

4______________________

__________________________

5______________________

__________________________

6______________________

__________________________

7______________________

__________________________

8______________________

__________________________

9______________________

__________________________

10______________________
__________________________

E   Raising the flag       Spread 11
At 5 o’clock a flag was raised in front of the crowd. What was special about it?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Look at the couple facing each other in the foreground, (a woman dressed in blue, holding a young girl, and a man in a grey suit). Can you imagine the dialogue (speech) that is taking place between them?
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION  5 
GOING HOME AFTER A LONG DAY     Spread 12

Study Spread 12. Imagine YOU are one of the builders or one of the women going home at nightfall. How would you have been feeling?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Had any work not been completed? (guess)_____________________________

QUESTION 6
HANDING THE COTTAGE OVER     Spread 13
Private Porter was chosen to receive Anzac Cottage. He was a very ‘reluctant recipient’. (Check with your teacher if you are not sure what this means)

Why was Private Porter so reluctant to live in Anzac Cottage?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
Why is the front door of Anzac Cottage unique? Can you guess what it is made of?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 7 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS STORY   Spreads 13 & 14

This story ends with the sentence:
 The Australians who fought and died would live on in hearts and memories . . .  through the passing of generations.
What does this sentence mean?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Write your own finishing sentence to this story.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

TO FINISH OFF . . . . . WHAT’S YOUR OPINION?
*Do you think the men and women who worked to build Anzac Cottage in 1916 would be proud of the cottage if they were still alive today? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

**What do you think is the most amazing part of this story about Anzac Cottage?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

***Which is your favourite illustration – why?

illustration__________________________________________________________
reason_______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

****Which is your favourite sentence – why?

sentence_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

reason_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

OTHER ACTIVITIES . . . 
1
Mapping of Gallipoli

Trace the map of Gallipoli from the front endpaper of the book. Label the significant places on the Gallipoli peninsula and mark in Anzac Cove, where the Anzacs landed on the 25th April 1915.

2
Newspaper headline and article about the Gallipoli landing.

Study the information and illustration on Spread 2. Create an eye-catching headline that announces the Gallipoli landings, and then write a short newspaper report describing what happened on the morning of the 25th April 1915. 

3
Letter writing

Imagine you are a child living in Mount Hawthorn in 1916. Write a letter to a pen pal telling them why your community is building Anzac Cottage.

4
Newspaper article – ‘Race against the clock!’

Pretend you are a newspaper reporter on the 12th February 1916. Your assignment is to write an eyewitness account of the building of the cottage. (This activity requires in-depth analysis of the text and illustrations). 
5
Local history research  

Anzac Cottage is a memorial. Find out about a war memorial, or war memorials in your local area and report back to class. How are they similar to and different from Anzac Cottage? 

6
Themes for a class discussion

‘Remembering’ – Why do we remember on Anzac Day? More than ninety years after the Gallipoli landings, who do we now remember on Anzac Day? Find examples of ‘remembering’ illustrated in the book.
‘Spirit’ – The Anzacs had ‘spirit’, the people of Mount Hawthorn had ‘spirit’. How can we as young Australians have ‘spirit’?

7
Be an architect

Using pencil and ruler, draw a floor plan of your house. Look at the plans of Anzac Cottage on the back endpaper. Compare the plans of your house with those of Anzac Cottage. What is similar? What is different?

8
Vocabulary

Check the glossary at the back of the book, or a dictionary to find the meaning of the following words and phrases related to the story:
plunged, volunteers, recruits, AIF, troops, convoy, pyramids, ANZAC, kits, brigade, bayonets, defend, mortar shells, shrapnel fire, reinforcements, ravines, ridges, trenches, sniper, casualties, young nation, mourned, Southern Cross, committee, ambitious project, memorial, unanimous, contingents, convalescing, discharged, architect, community spirit, pound, shilling, pennies, bedstead, survey, levelled, harnesses, drays, procession, Metters stove, copper, parade, lime, scaffolding, grate, sundries, braced, rallied, silhouetted, challenge, toiled, trowels, makeshift, hodmen, mantelpiece, vice-regal, fanfare, memorial tablet, pillar, community, jubilant, flurry, bagpipers, bestowed, comrades, persuasion, noble gesture, worthy man, historic cottage
9 
FACT FINDING – Can you ad any more facts to these lists?
Interesting facts about Anzac Cottage

1    Anzac Cottage was built by hand, with tools and human labour only
2   When Anzac Cottage was built in 1916, much of Mount Hawthorn was         bushland  

3    On the 12th February 2006, Anzac Cottage celebrated its 90th anniversary
4   Over 200 men built Anzac Cottage. Most have their names listed at the back of the 1916 souvenir booklet.
5    Dozens of women helped when the cottage. Their names are also listed at the back of the souvenir booklet. 

6    Anzac Cottage is Western Australia’s oldest Gallipoli memorial, and one of Australia’s first World War I memorials.

Interesting facts about the ANZACs and ANZAC Day
1   ANZAC is an acronym for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. It came about when the soldiers of Australia and New Zealand were training in Egypt.
2    The first Anzac Day in Australia was held on 25th April 1916

3   The 90th anniversary of the Gallipoli landings took place on the 25th April 2005

4   In 1916 the Federal Government made a law restricting the use of the ANZAC. It can only be used for official commemorative purposes, not commercial ones.
5    Australia’s last Gallipoli veteran, Alec William Campbell, died on 16th May 2002, aged 103.

6   The youngest Anzac soldier was Jim Martin, who was 14 years of age when he joined the AIF. He died at Gallipoli.

10
FOR TEACHERS – ORGANISE A CLASS EXCURSION TO 

ANZAC COTTAGE
Anzac Cottage at 38 Kalgoorlie Street, Mount Hawthorn, Western Australia, still stands. It remains a memorial to the Gallipoli landings, but no longer lived in; the cottage is now a museum. The building is listed with the Heritage Council and National Trust because of its historical significance and architectural features.

To organise a class excursion contact the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia WA Branch on 9443 3759.
